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Harm: Past actions/inactions by the caregiver 
that have hurt the child physically,  
developmentally, or emotionally.

Danger: Current or future worries of harm to 
child if caregiver actions/inactions continue.

Complicating Factors: Factors that complicate 
the case but that don’t rise to level of harm.

Safety:  Actions of protection, taken by the 
caregiver, that mitigate the danger, demonstrated 

over time.

Protective Capacities: Demonstrated abilities and 
qualities that could be used to create safety.

Strengths: Skills of living, nurturing, or support 
that are important but do not directly address the 

harm and danger.


